U.S. President Upholds Previous Policy Toward Cuba by Harding, Erika
University of New Mexico
UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)
3-30-1993
U.S. President Upholds Previous Policy Toward
Cuba
Erika Harding
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "U.S. President Upholds Previous Policy Toward Cuba." (1993). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/10895
LADB Article Id:  057838
ISSN:  1060-4189
©2011  The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved. Page 1 of 1
U.S. President Upholds Previous Policy Toward Cuba
by Erika Harding
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, March 30, 1993
Despite Havana's calls to improve bilateral relations, President Bill Clinton told reporters he
anticipates no changes in US policy toward Cuba. He also reiterated his support for the Cuban
Democracy Act, which strengthens the US trade embargo against the island, despite strong
international criticism. Answering reporters' questions in a press conference on March 23, President
Clinton stated that, as a precondition for meeting with Cuban President Fidel Castro, "Cuba must
become democratic...with free and fair elections." Following Clinton's statements, three Cuban-
American congressional representatives expressed their "satisfaction" with Clinton's position.
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Robert Menendez (D-NJ) and Lincoln Diaz Balart (R-FL) praised
Clinton for his "firm position" toward Castro. Clinton's statement on Cuba follows rumors of a
possible revision of US policy, plus a series of diplomatic initiatives by the Cuban government to
improve relations. In fact, in a press conference Feb. 25, Castro praised Clinton as more reasonable
compared to his predecessor, George Bush. "Clinton doesn't appear to be a warmonger, but rather
a man of peace and ethics," said Castro. Nevertheless, Castro called on the US to respect national
sovereignty, and indicated that he does not expect US policy toward Cuba will change, or that the
30-year embargo will be lifted. (Sources: Associated Press, 03/16/93; Agence France-Presse, Spanish
news service EFE, 03/16/93, 03/23/93)
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